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FAILING SURVIVOR-DEFENDANTS: WHY OREGON MUST DO MORE FOR 
DEFENDANTS WHO ARE ALSO VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. 

 
Conference in Portland this month will examine experiences of women who are survivors of domestic 
violence who are intersecting with the criminal legal system as defendants. 

 
Media contact: Alice Lundell, Director of Communication, Oregon Justice Resource Center: 
alundell@ojrc.info / 503.563.3356. 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

PORTLAND, Ore. – The experiences of women who are survivors of domestic violence and are 

interacting with the criminal legal system as defendants will be the focus of a conference in Portland 

this month. The Women in Prison Conference, hosted by the Oregon Justice Resource Center, will 

address the experiences of women who are survivor-defendants, women who have been victimized by 

abuse and whose abuse has played a role in their crimes.  

 

Survivor-defendants may turn to crime as a way of supporting themselves and their children when 

money is being withheld by an abusive partner. They may use drugs or alcohol as a coping mechanism 

or commit crimes to obtain drugs for themselves or their partners. Women may be coerced through 

threats and/or violence by their partners into committing crimes or taking the blame for their 

partners’ crimes. A small number of women may even murder their partners, in fear for their or their 

children’s lives and having experienced years of abuse. 

 

The Women in Prison Conference follows the release of a report earlier this year by the OJRC based on 

the HerStory Oregon Survey conducted at Oregon’s only women’s prison in 2017-18 in partnership 

with Portland State University and with the cooperation of the Oregon Department of Corrections and 

Coffee Creek Correctional Facility.* That survey found two out of three women who participated who 

were in a relationship at the time of their arrest had experienced abuse, and nearly half the survey-

takers who were in a relationship said their relationship contributed to their conviction.  

 
The Women in Prison Conference is an annual event held in Portland that brings together advocates, 

attorneys, formerly incarcerated people, prison volunteers, social workers, policy makers, and 
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interested members of the community to focus on the experiences of women intersecting with the 

criminal legal system. Its goal is to foster in-depth discussion of women’s experiences and ways in 

which the system can be improved by learning from what women have to teach us.  

 

Conference organizer and Women’s Justice Project Director and Attorney, Julia Yoshimoto, said: 

“We’ve learned from the HerStory Survey and our work with women at Coffee Creek about how 

common past experience of domestic violence is among Oregon’s incarcerated women. Our legal 

system is failing Oregonians who are survivor-defendants, many of whom are women, by not taking 

full account of its well-documented effects on mental and physical health and behavior. This 

conference will explore ways that Oregon can recognize and address how women’s experience of 

violence leads them to involvement with the criminal legal system.” 

 

The Women in Prison Conference has now sold out and around 250 people expected to attend the 

event at the Portland Art Museum on November 16 and 17. Full details are available at the OJRC’s 

website at www.ojrc.info/women-in-prison-conference. 

 

ENDS 

 
WOMEN IN PRISON CONFERENCE EVENT INFORMATION 
 

• November 16-17. 
• Fields Ballroom, The Mark Building, Portland Art Museum, 1219 SW Park Ave., Portland OR 97205.  
• Sold out 
• More information at www.ojrc.info/women-in-prison-conference. 

 
* Despite interest from many women at Coffee Creek Correctional Facility in participating, and the full support of CCCF 
administration and staff, we encountered logistical barriers and were unable to survey as many women as hoped. Therefore, the 
number of women who participated in the HerStory Oregon Survey is not a large enough sample size for results to be statistically 
significant. See full details at our website: https://ojrc.info/herstory-oregon-survey. 
 
For more information or interviews, please contact Alice Lundell, Director of Communication, Oregon Justice 
Resource Center at alundell@ojrc.info or 503-563-3356. 
 
Media interested in attending the conference should contact Alice Lundell to arrange press passes. Please note 
that we do not allow recording of the conference panels and audience questions, but you are welcome to ask 
panelists/attendees for interviews. 


