
*****EMBARGOED UNTIL 6 AM WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH***** 
  

Page 1 of 2 
 

 
 

SURVEY REVEALS HIGH LEVELS OF PAST EXPERIENCE OF ABUSE AND TRAUMA 
AMONG OREGON’S WOMEN IN PRISON 
 
The HerStory Oregon Survey suggests intimate partner violence and childhood abuse are 
commonplace experiences for incarcerated Oregon women 
 

 
Contact: Alice Lundell, Director of Communication, Oregon Justice Resource Center, at alundell@ojrc.info or 
w. 503.563.3356. 
 

 
February 26th, 2019 
 
PORTLAND, Ore – In a new survey of women incarcerated at Coffee Creek Correctional Facility (CCCF), two-

thirds of those who reported that they were in a relationship at the time of their arrest disclosed 

experiencing intimate partner violence (domestic abuse) while even more describe childhood abuse or 

other traumas.  

 

The Oregon Justice Resource Center undertook the HerStory Oregon Survey of women at CCCF during the 

fall/winter of 2017-18 in partnership with Portland State University’s Department of Criminology & 

Criminal Justice and with the cooperation of the Oregon Department of Corrections. The survey was open 

to all women at CCCF and examines their experiences at every step throughout the criminal legal process in 

Oregon, from arrest to their life in prison and their thoughts about their future release.  

 

Quotes from women who participating in the survey shed light on the fear and lack of good options they 

experienced in their relationships. “I had to do what I was told by him,” said one mother. “He beat me, 

threatened me and my children. [He] wouldn’t let me leave with both kids, always kept one so I would have 

to come back. D.V. was my defense at trial.”  

 

Another woman explained how childhood trauma had affected her life: “It started as a child with emotional 

and sexual abuse from my parents and continued throughout my marriage. I had no self-worth/esteem. [I] 

perceived I need to be someone else in order to fit in.” 

 

The survey was divided into two parts. 142 women participated in part one and 66 in part two. This sample 

is not large enough for statistical significance but is large enough to give an indication of needs and trends. 
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The first report based on answers to the survey focuses on intimate partner violence and trauma. It will be 

followed by reports and information sheets addressing other issues highlighted. 

 

“To our knowledge, this is the first time anyone has gone in-depth in asking women at CCCF about their 

experiences throughout the criminal legal process,” said Bobbin Singh, Executive Director of the Oregon 

Justice Resource Center. “We covered a lot of ground, but when deciding where to start with releasing the 

results, it was obvious that we had to make intimate partner violence and trauma a priority because the 

rates we were seeing were so high.” 

 

Among the survey’s key findings about intimate partner violence and trauma were: 

• 65% of participants who were in a relationship at the time of arrest reported experiencing abuse. 

• 59% reported physical violence, 62% threats of harm, and 79% verbal insults. 44% said they were 

afraid of their partners. 

• 44% said their relationship contributed to their conviction. 

• 69% said trauma led to their involvement in the criminal justice system. 

• Regarding past experience of abuse: 82% experienced emotional abuse as a child or teenager and 

92% as an adult; 68% experienced physical abuse as a child/teenager and 85% as an adult; 75% 

experienced sexual abuse as a child/teen and 55% as an adult.  

• 72% reported other types of trauma such as witnessing an overdose or suicide. 

 

“This information will not be a surprise to anyone who has worked with the women at Coffee Creek and 

talked with them about how trauma and abuse have contributed to their ending up in prison,” said Bobbin 

Singh. “We must reform our legal system to better meet their needs. Incredible injustice is being done. 

People are being further harmed by a system that is unable and unwilling to be responsive to how complex 

societal problems are affecting people.” 

The report identifies seven steps for Oregon to take to address this problem, including training, legal and 

policy reform, and better services for survivors of trauma in our prisons and jails. 
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